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Mr. Syme states, secondly, that" before the end of many
months the plaintiff, who had been rapidly recovering, ad-
mitted that he was quite well, as he still continues to be ;"
and seeing this in THE LANCET referred to, I wrote to the
plaintiff to congratulate him on his recovery, and to inquire
for how long a time he had been in health. His answer is as
follows :- "I presume your question refers to the statements
of Prof. Syme in THE LANCET of Saturday. In reply, I wish
they were as true as they are entirely false, and that I could
accept of your very kind congratulation. My walking and
general health have much improved under the care of Mr. 
Erichsen. Acting on his advice I have done everything fitted
to improve my condition ; and though at times I feel better,
and even able to take considerable exercise, the next week or
so finds me utterly prostrate and hopeless, suffering from
almost all the symptoms which I had. My talking is no
better, but varies with my health."

Bearing in mind that Mr. Syme, together with several
others, " expressed the conviction that there was no organic
disease whatever, and no reason why the claimant should
not enjoy good health," I wish to make no comment upon the
above statement further than to endorse Mr. Syme’s own sug-
gestion, that it would be well to give " publication to cases
exhibiting an entire discrepancy between the medical evidence,
in order that regard for professional character may tend to
check the reckless advocacy of one-sided views."

I have the honour to be, Sir, your obedient servant,

Grosvenor-street, Grosvenor-square, Jan. 21st, 1867.
J. RUSSELL REYNOLDS.

CHARLES WILKIN.

CHARLES WILKIN.James Syme, Esq., F.R.S E.,
Professor of Clinical Surgery in the University

of Edinburgh.

JAMES SYME.Charles Wilkin, Esq.

CHARLES WILKIN.James Dunsmure, Esq., M.D.,
53, Queen-street, Edinburgh.

JAMES DUNSMURE.Charles Wilkin, Esq.,
10, Tokenhouse-yard, London, E.C.

To the Editor of THE LANCET.

SIR, -The attention of my client, the plaintiff in the action
against the Great Northern Railway Company referred to in
Mr. Syme’s paper on the above subject in THE LANCET of the
5th January, 1867, has been called to the following statement
contained in it: " And before the end of many months, the
plaintiff, who had been rapidly recovering, admitted that he
was quite well, as he still continues to be;" and I am in-
structed by him to inform you that that statement is entirely
false; that since March, 1865, he has been, and is, under
medical treatment, and has been, and is, totally incapacitated
from attending to any business ; and that he has not at any
time stated or admitted that he was quite well.
The enclosed correspondence between myself and Dr. Duns-

mure will show the grounds upon which Mr. Syme has felt
himself justified in making the statements. It speaks for
itself, and requires no comment from me, except that in going
to the Highlands my client simply acted under medical ad
vice to reside there with his wife and family during the hot
summer months.
In concluding, I would observe that Lord Campbell’s Act

merely abolished deodands in the case of accidents through
negligence, and gave damages to the widow and children of
those who were killed, and is in no way applicable to cases

such as my client’s; and it will thus be seen that Mr. Syme is
as inaccurate in his law as he is in his facts.

I am. Sir, vour obedient servant.
10, Tokenhouse-yard, Jan. 22nd, 1867.

(COPY.)
10, Tokcnhouse-yard, London, E.C., Jan. 15th, 1867.

SIR,-Mr. James G. Denham’s attention has been called to
an article by you in THE LANCET of the 5th inst., headed " On
Compensation for Railway Injuries," in which you insinuate
that he had made a false claim upon the Great Northern Rail-
way Company, and he has instructed me to demand your
authority for such an insinuation, and also for the statement
in the article-" and before the end of many months the

plaintiff, who had been rapidly recovering, admitted that he
was quite well, as he still continues to be."

I shall be obliged by your early answer to this letter.
I am. Sir. vour obedient servant.

Edinburgh, Jan. 16th, 1867.

SIR,-In reply to your letter, I beg to say that the object of
my paper was not to " insinuate that Mr. Denham had made
a false claim," but to charge certain members of the medical
profession with making statements which are not confirmed by

experience ; and that as to the improvement of Mr. Denham’s
health, my informant was Dr. Dunsmure.

T am SIR nhorl;nnf: 

10, ’holcenhouse-yard, London, E.C., Jan. 17th, 1867.
SIR,-On the other side I send you copies of a letter which

I wrote to Mr. Syme on the 15th inst., and of his reply, which
I have just received. I, have to request you will furnish me
with your authority for the statement which Mr. Syme states
you have made to him as to Mr. Denham’s recovery and
present state of health.

I am, Sir, your obedient servant,

53, Queen-street, Edinburgh, Jan. 19th, 1867.
SIR,-In answer to your note of the 17th inst., I have

to inform you that the statement I made to Mr. Syme was,
that, from what I had heard, Mr. Denham was going about
apparently well; and this information was obtained-

First,-from Mr. Officer, 8, Stafford-street, who, some months
ago, casually mentioned to me in the course of conversation
that he lately had had a visit from Mr. Denham, and that he
(Mr. Denham) considered his improvement, and his recovery
from the bad condition he was in at the time of the trial-viz.,
not being able to walk-to be owing to the use of the warm
salt water douche baths which he had had at Brighton, and
Mr. Officer added that Mr. Denham had gone to the Highlands
for some months.
Second,-from Mr. Balfour, Portobello, who informs me that

he frequently meets Mr. Denham walking, and that to him
he seems apparently well.
In confirmation of these favourable reports I may mention,

Mr. Denham was lately in court during a jury trial as a

spectator. I am, Sir, your obedient servant,

THE MORTALITY OF GLASGOW.

W. T. GAIRDNER.

To the Editor of THE LANCET.

SIR,-In your number of this date the mortality of Glasgow
during last week is alluded to as a terrible example of the

killing effect of cold, being stated, on the Registrar-General’s
authority, as equivalent to an annual rate of 73 in 1000. This
would indeed be, if true, a terrible fact; but I am happy to
inform you that the true figure is 37 in 1000 ; the cause of the
error being the surprisingly rare one of a misprint in one part
of the Registrar-General’s returns. The true figures from
which the calculation was made are stated in p. 11.

I am, Sir, your obedient servant,
Glasgow, Jan. 19th, 1867.

THE DIRECTOR-GENERALSHIP OF THE
ARMY.

To the Editor of THE LANCET.

SIR,-If the voice of the members of the Army Medical
Department was taken, with respect to the gentleman to be
selected as successor to Sir James Gibson, the choice would
undoubtedly fall on Thomas Galbraith Logan, C.B.

Dr. Logan has had very great experience in the working of
the Department, and has won for himself the respect and
esteem, not only of those belonging to his own, but to every
branch of the public service.

Dr. Logan is the senior officer of the Department, and it is
highly impolitic to disregard seniority in the service. The"se-
lections for merit" in the service are almost in every instance
very questionable ones. Men, from lucky incidents and per-
sonal friendships, get their names brought before the notice of
the authorities, and are promoted over the heads of very de-
serving officers, all of whom are their equals in qualifications,
and many of whom are their superiors, and by this " selec-
tion" a great deal of injustice is done to many hard-working
and effective officers of the service.

In so spealiing I do not wish in the least to disparage the
merits of Dr. Muir, who has proved himself to be a very in-
telligent officer, and is, most deservedly, a great favourite
with his brethren ; but his claims for promotion over the

head of Dr. Logan will not "hold water" for a second.
The Government, if their object be to deal fairly with the

’ Department, ought to confer on Dr. Logan the K.C.B., and


